May 13, 1999

J4/99-0226


Page 1 of 1

SUBJECT:
Prototype name repetition

AUTHOR:
Les Canham
REFERENCES:



1.
CD 1.5, April 1999

PROPOSED REVISION:

Remove the repetition of program prototype name and function prototype name.

JUSTIFICATION:

The syntax for repetition of prototype-names in the FUNCTION-ID and PROGRAM-ID paragraphs is confusing, unnecessary, and error-prone. The use of ‘cut’ and ‘paste’ features of source file editors makes the need for this type of syntax obsolete.

Consider the case where there is one program prototype using repetition to create multiple signatures in a source file and the programs these relate to are also in separate source files.  If you change the number or types of the using parameters of one of these programs, you then have to also remove the name of this program from the original prototype entry and also create a new prototype entry. The same arguments apply to function prototypes.  This is prone to typographical errors, not to mention the difficulty of finding the source file that contains the prototype entry in the first place. 

The removal of the repetition makes the program-id, function-id, class-id, method-id, and interface-id paragraphs more consistent.

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23‑1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a‑1989 and X3.23b‑1993.

DISCUSSION:

Meeting #

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 167, 10.1.1.1, COBOL compilation group, remove the braces and the ellipsis from the PROGRAM-ID clause.

2. Page 167, 10.1.1.1, COBOL compilation group, remove the braces and the ellipsis from the FUNCTION-ID clause.

3. Page 171, 10.2.2, End markers, syntax rule 8, change in part to read:  "...be identical to the program-prototype-name declared in the...".

4. Page 171, 10.2.2, End markers, syntax rule 9, change in part to read:  "...be identical to the function-prototype-name declared in the...".

5. Page 174, 11.2.1, PROGRAM-ID paragraph, Format 2 (prototype), remove the braces and the ellipsis.

6. Page 175, 11.2.3, PROGRAM-ID paragraph, delete general rule 6. 

7. Page 183, 11.8.1, FUNCTION-ID paragraph, Format 2 (prototype), remove the braces and the ellipsis.

8. Page 183, 11.8.3, FUNCTION-ID paragraph, delete general rule 3.

